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1648.11  THE ROAD FORWARD COVID-19 – HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
The Board of Education plans to provide full-day, full-time, in-person instruction 
and operations for the 2021-2022 school year. In June 2021, the New Jersey 
Department of Health (NJDOH) and the New Jersey Department of Education 
(NJDOE) worked collaboratively to develop guidance, The Road Forward – Health 
and Safety Guidance for the 2021-2022 School Year (The Road Forward).   
 
The Road Forward replaces the mandatory anticipated minimum standards outlined 
in the NJDOE’s “The Road Back – Restart and Recovery Plan for Education” (June 
2020) and provides a range of recommendations rather than mandatory standards. 
These recommendations are meant to assist school districts in implementing 
protocols to reduce risks to students and staff from COVID-19 while still allowing 
for full-time learning.      
 
The Board considered many factors as they prepared for the 2021-2022 school year, 
including the level of COVID-19 transmission in the community at large and in the 
school community, as well as vaccination coverage rates in both the community at 
large and the school community.   
 
For the purpose of this Policy, “Order” shall mean any Governor of New Jersey 
Executive Order, New Jersey State Agency mandate, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) guidance, New Jersey statute, or administrative code 
requiring compliance by the school district. 
 
The Board considered the recommendations outlined in The Road Forward to 
develop health and safety protocols. The Board will consider all recommended 
Orders and comply with all mandatory Orders when developing health and safety 
protocols and reviewing them periodically. 
 
The Board considered the recommendations outlined in The Road Forward to 
develop the school district’s COVID-19 protocols in the following areas and 
included in corresponding Appendices: 
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A. General Health and Safety Concerns of Students, Staff Members, and 
Visitors 
 
1. Vaccination – See Appendix A.;  
 
2. Communication with the Local Health Department –                    

See Appendix B.;  
 

3. Mask Wearing Protocol – See Appendix C.;  
 

4. Physical Distancing and Cohorting Protocols – See Appendix D.;  
 

5. Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette Protocols –                       
See Appendix E.;  
 

6. Provision of Meals – See Appendix F.; and 
 

7. Transportation Protocols – See Appendix G. 
  

B. Cleaning, Disinfection, and Airflow – See Appendix H. 
 
C. Screening, Exclusion, and Response to Symptomatic Students and Staff 

Members – See Appendix I. 
 

D. Contact Tracing – See Appendix J. 
 

E. Testing – See Appendix K. 
 

F. Student and Staff Member Travel – See Appendix L. 
 
The absence of one or more of the recommendations outlined in The Road Forward 
and/or in the school district’s health and safety protocols will not prevent the 
reopening of the school(s) in the district for full-day in-person operation with all 
enrolled students and staff members present.  
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Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9, schools must be in session for 180 days to receive 
State Aid. The statute requires that school facilities be provided for at least 180 
days during the school year. N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9(b) indicates when a school district 
is required to close the schools of the district for more than three consecutive school 
days due to a declared state of emergency, declared public health emergency, or a 
directive and/or recommendation by the appropriate health agency or officer to 
institute a public health-related closure, days of virtual or remote instruction 
commensurate with in-person instruction will count toward the school district's 
180-day requirement. 
 
The school district may be confronted with the incidence of COVID-19 positive 
cases among staff and/or students. If the school district is required to exclude a 
student, group of students, a class, or multiple classes as a result of possible 
exposure to COVID-19, while the school itself remains open for in-person 
instruction, the school district may offer virtual or remote instruction to those 
students in a manner commensurate with in-person instruction to the extent 
possible. In circumstances when the school facilities remain open and in-person 
instruction continues in those classrooms that are not required to quarantine, those 
days in session will also count toward the school district's 180-day requirement in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9. 
 
The school district anticipates updates to The Road Forward and as such this Policy 
is subject to review by the Superintendent to ensure compliance with Orders that 
may arise after Board adoption of this Policy. All revisions to Orders affecting this 
Policy and corresponding Appendices shall be reviewed by the Superintendent with 
the Board Attorney, School Physician, and Board of Education, if appropriate. The 
Superintendent may revise the health and safety protocols included in any 
Appendix as necessary and appropriate. All students, parents, and staff members 
will be notified of any changes to school  district-developed protocols implemented 
as a result of this Policy, as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
Adopted: 27 Sept 2021 
Revised: 18 Jan 2022 
Revised: 14 Feb 2022 
Revised: 21 March 2022 
Revised: 23 May 2022  
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Appendix A 

 
Vaccination 

   
 
Vaccination has been deemed the greatest protection against COVID-19 to date. 
All individuals are considered unvaccinated until they have provided a copy of 
their vaccination record OR documentation to support a positive COVID 
diagnosis within the past 90 days. Students' vaccination cards are to be shared 
with the building principal and school nurse. The nurse should also be in receipt 
of documentation for any student who has been diagnosed with COVID in the 
past 90 days.  
 
Any staff or student who does not have a vaccination card or proof of a positive 
test within the past 90 days on record will be deemed as unvaccinated and will be 
required to follow any related regulations in the event of exposure. 
 
As vaccination opportunities are presented to our district, we will communicate 
them to the community members who may benefit from them. 
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Appendix B  

 
Communication with the Local Health Department 

 

All COVID cases will continue to be reported to the local health officials for review and 
recommendation for action. While under review, the affected individual(s) will be 
excluded from all school activities. The appropriate action will be communicated to the 
affected individual(s) and they will be excluded from school for the appropriate time 
period.    

In the event COVID reporting results in the recommendation by the local health officials 
to quarantine a widespread group, like a classroom(s) or school, virtual instruction will be 
provided to the affected group in ways commensurate with the district’s in-person 
instructional program. The daily schedule will continue to be implemented to the greatest 
extent possible. Students who may face this situation should be prepared to participate in 
the instructional day in a remote fashion for the duration of the quarantine as determined 
by the local health officials in order that these school days count towards the district’s 
180-day requirement in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.2. 
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Appendix C 

 
Mask Wearing Protocol 

 

Effective March 7, 2022 and in accordance with the lifting of the Governor’s Executive 
Order, mask wearing in schools will be optional for all individuals unless otherwise 
specified by health and safety procedures/protocols (see Appendix I).  

 Individuals on school buses and transportation vehicles must follow the health and safety 
protocols in place as per the transportation company, including any mask wearing 
mandates. 
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Appendix D 

 
Physical Distancing and Cohorting Protocols 

 

The Instructional Day:  The curricular program will be delivered in traditional, Tenafly 
style to promote critical thinking and engagement, incorporate peer collaboration, and 
support individualized achievement through differentiated instruction for all students in 
the classroom. We will strive for 3 feet between students whenever possible and space in 
all learning environments will be optimized to the greatest extent possible.   

Hallways and Lockers:  The use of lockers will resume, as will the use of select rooms 
for specialized instruction such as art, music, physical education, and library/media 
instruction. At TMS and THS, students will pass in the halls at the bell while being 
monitored and encouraged to avoid lingering or huddling in the hall, thereby using the 
time to move on to their next classroom.  

SACC, Clubs and Extracurricular Activities:  Before and After-School Child Care 
(SACC) will run in its usual format this year, as will clubs and extracurricular activities. 
The procedures and protocols in place during the school day will carry over into all of 
these school-supported and school sponsored activities. School-sponsored clubs at all 
levels will also proceed in an in-person format. At the elementary level, clubs sponsored 
by HSAs will operate at the discretion of each respective HSA and families should await 
updates on this from their school’s HSA.  

Athletics:  Athletics will take place in their traditional format, abiding by the protocols in 
place for our schools. Tenafly Athletics may have additional precautionary measures in 
place that all athletes are expected to follow for participation in their respective sport.   
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Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette Protocols 

 
• Hand sanitizers (no less than 60% alcohol) will be available in each classroom 

and throughout the district’s buildings including at each main entrance and in 
each main office. 
 

• Handwashing/sanitization will be encouraged frequently throughout the school 
day, particularly before/after eating and after Physical Education and/or recess 
activities.   
 

• Students will also be encouraged to use wash hands or use a hand sanitizer at the 
following times: 

• After sneezing/coughing (if not masked) 
• After using the bathroom 
• When hands are visibly soiled 

 
• Sanitizer used in schools will be at least 60% alcohol.   

 
• School/district communications to Parents/Caregivers will remind them that they 

are expected to teach and reinforce handwashing practices at home that include 
washing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  
 

• Any hand sanitizers brought to school by students should be free of fragrance and 
at least 60% alcohol.   
 

• All existing handwashing stations will be readily supplied with soap and water 
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Provision of Meals 

Lunch:  We will follow lunch as indicated on each respective school’s daily bell 
schedule. Cafeterias, gymnasiums, and other designated locations previously used for 
lunch will be utilized. When possible, schools may also offer additional spaces for 
eating.    

When serving students, we will practice expediency and opt for “grab and go” meals 
whenever possible. Students are not to share their food with other students. An 
individual’s eating area is to be cleared promptly after their meal is finished, disposing of 
all meal-related articles. Areas designated for lunch are intended primarily for lunch 
purposes, not socialization. Whenever possible, students/classes will move on to recess or 
another designated area in the school promptly following meal completion. All eating 
areas will continue to be cleaned before, in-between, and after mealtimes. 

Students will be routinely reminded and monitored for the demonstration of healthy 
practices during lunch that include, but are not limited to:  

• Sanitization/hand-washing prior to and following their meal 
• Designated space for eating will be optimized. Seated students will be spaced 

apart as much as possible, be it at tables and/or between tables 
• Students eating at non-table areas are to keep healthy distance between them 

during meal time 
• Schools will offer outdoor eating areas to students/classes whenever possible 
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Appendix G 

 
Transportation Protocols 

 
 
Individuals on school buses and transportation vehicles must follow the health and safety 
protocols in place as per the transportation company, including any mask wearing 
mandates. Additional protocols may be in place that reduce capacity on buses, thereby 
providing space between individuals on the vehicle.   
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 Cleaning, Disinfection, and Airflow  
 

Building and Grounds Personnel are trained in the disinfecting, cleaning, sanitizing, and 
floor maintenance of our school buildings. Each building is maintained on a consistent 
cleaning and disinfecting cycle, including the thorough and frequent disinfecting of 
common touchpoints during the school day. Restrooms are also routinely cleaned 
throughout the school day. Cleaning routines are monitored and adjustments are made in 
the event of a COVID-positive report in a given area of the school to ensure priority is 
given to the affected area(s). 
 
Disinfectant wipes and cleaners, spray bottles and pumps, and pump and electric spray 
misters, are widely available and meet/exceed state standard for schools. These are used in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.  
 
As per the NJDOE and NJDOH, the effectiveness of alternative surface disinfection 
methods, such as ultrasonic waves, high intensity UV radiation, and LED blue light against 
the virus that causes COVID-19 has not been fully established. The use of such methods 
to clean and disinfect is discouraged at this time.  
 
All HVAC systems and filters are maintained according to manufacturer 
recommendations. These systems are routinely inspected and monitored to ensure optimal 
working condition. To enhance ventilation, the district uses the highest possible level of 
MERV in its selected filters as supported by the individual system.    
 
Recirculated air will have a fresh air component, be it through the unit ventilator system 
and/or through the opening of windows. Compatible A/C units utilize microbial and carbon 
filters (currently over 110 units utilize these additional filters). 
 
As per the NJDOE and NJDOH recommendations, we will continue to improve airflow to 
the greatest extent possible, which may be achieved through several strategies:  

• Bringing in as much outdoor air as possible through open windows. The NJDOE 
and NJDOH indicates that even just the cracking open of a window or door helps 
increase outdoor airflow, which helps reduce the potential concentration of virus 
particles in the air. We will not open windows or doors if doing so poses a safety 
or health risk (such as falling, exposure to extreme temperatures, or triggering 
asthma symptoms), or if doing so would otherwise pose a security risk.  

• We will continue to utilize school-approved fans to increase the effectiveness of 
open windows and utilize exhaust fans in restrooms and kitchens.  

• Activities, classes, snacks, and lunches will take place outdoors when 
circumstances allow.  
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Screening, Exclusion, and Response to Symptomatic Students and Staff Members 
 

Daily Screening:  All students and staff will be vigilant in the daily self-
assessment of COVID-related symptoms and follow the guidelines and 
flowcharts as outlined under the COVID-Exclusion Criteria and 
Timeframes page on the district’s website. Testing should occur as 
determined by symptom self-assessment.  

 
Visitors will continue to complete the Daily Symptom Tracker prior to 
entry at any district school building. The Symptom Tracker form is 
available via direct link on the school’s website homepage or via the 
associated QR Code posted at the entrance of each school. This symptom 
tracker will inquire about COVID-related symptoms and exposure.   

COVID-Exclusion Criteria and Timeframes 

This information is subject to change based on most recent guidance from the NJDOH. 
For the most current information, please visit our TPS COVID Webpage. 

Effective May 24, 2022: 

• Any vaccinated or unvaccinated student who is experiencing at least two of the 
following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors (shivers), 
myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, 
fatigue, congestion, or runny nose; OR at least one of the following symptoms: 
cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new olfactory disorder, or new 
taste disorder, should not attend school but rather stay home and monitor 
symptoms. If symptoms persist for more than two consecutive days, COVID 
testing is strongly recommended.  Students should return to school after 
symptoms subside or upon confirming they are COVID-negative. For students 
with chronic illness (allergies, asthma, etc.), only new symptoms or symptoms 
worse than baseline should be used to fulfill symptom-based exclusion criteria. 

 
• A student who has been diagnosed with COVID or any symptomatic individuals 

who test positive on any type of COVID test are considered positive and must 
follow the guidelines for positive individuals, including reporting these results to 
your school. 

o If a rapid test is positive, but the individual is asymptomatic and 
unvaccinated, the individual is still counted as COVID positive but 
encouraged to take a PCR test. A negative result on a PCR test within 48 
hours overrides the previous positive, allowing an earlier return to school 
date. 
 

https://nj02210482.schoolwires.net/Page/19722
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• Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 and are symptomatic or individuals 
with COVID-19 symptoms who weren’t tested or who are waiting for test results 
are to: 

o Stay home and quarantine from other people for at least 5 full days (day 0 
is the first day of symptoms). 

 If symptom and fever-free for 24 hours quarantine can end after 5 
full days (i.e., on day 6). 

 If symptoms persist (fever or symptoms have not improved), 
continue to isolate until symptom and fever-free for 24 hours. 

• Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 but have no symptoms are to: 
o Stay home and isolate from other people for at least 5 full days (day 0 is 

the day of the positive viral test). If no symptoms develop, quarantine can 
end after 5 full days (i.e., on day 6). 

o If symptoms develop within one week of the positive test, the 5-day 
quarantine period starts over with day 0 being the first day of symptoms. 
Follow recommendations above for ending quarantine for individuals who 
have COVID-19 symptoms. 

Remember to keep your school informed of status, especially if symptoms develop. The 
school nurse will provide direction based on the most current status.  

School Reporting: 

• If test is laboratory-confirmed, email test result documentation to school nurse 
• If test is rapid/home/self-test that is not laboratory-confirmed positive, email to 

school nurse a photo that includes: test result, test packaging, and piece of paper 
with student’s name and date test was taken. 

Additionally: 

• Individuals diagnosed with COVID returning after day 5 need to continue 
wearing a well-fitted mask when around others and maintain a distance of 6+ feet 
through day 10. For those ending quarantine on day 5, this would be during days 
6 through 10. 

• Any individual who is unable to wear a mask for the duration of the entire school 
day, except when eating, should not seek to return to school prior to Day 11 (see 
Option 2). 
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Appendix J 
 

Contact Tracing 
 

This information is subject to change based on most recent guidance from the NJDOH. 
For the most current information, please visit our TPS COVID Webpage: Close 
Contacts. 

Effective May 24, 2022: 
  
Tenafly Public Schools will no longer require the exclusion of identified close contacts 
from school. Instead, the close contacts (unvaccinated and not diagnosed with COVID in 
the past 90 days) will be notified and encouraged to monitor symptoms and/or submit to a 
COVID test. There are no additional limitations or requirements (no exclusion, no 
mandated mask wearing, etc.).    
  
If an individual is identified as a close contact, the individual may continue to quarantine 
or choose to continue attending school without any requirements. They will be encouraged 
to monitor symptoms. Students who elect to quarantine will be provided with the Zoom 
link, as is current practice for up to 10 days.  
  

https://nj02210482.schoolwires.net/Page/19723
https://nj02210482.schoolwires.net/Page/19723
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Appendix K 
 

Testing 
 
The district will continue to communicate any local testing options available in the area. 
We will do our best to help direct those in need of a COVID test to such providers.  
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Appendix L 

 
Student and Staff Member Travel 

 
 
There is no required quarantine following travel of students and staff. Policy and 
Regulation 5200 will apply to any student who selects to remain home following travel, 
for a period of up to 5 days.   
 
Accumulated sick time, personal days or vacation days may be utilized by any staff 
member who chooses quarantine as a proactive measure following travel for up to 5 days. 
 
 


